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I – Objectives 

 

To discuss and debate classic and contemporary topics and texts on freedom of expression. and 

its limits. Some of the main texts: Mill, On Liberty; Herbert Marcuse, &quot;Repressive 

Tolerance&quot;; MacKinnon, &quot;Pornography, Civil Rights, and Speech&quot;; Waldron, 

The Harm in Hate Speech. 

 

II – Justification 

 

This course will examine the main philosophical debates surrounding freedom of expression. and 

its limits in contemporary democracies. Drawing on both classical and contemporary texts, the 

course will investigate questions concerning the relationship between expression, harm, 

tolerance, hate speech, democracy, and corporate power, providing resources for the critical 

analysis of central conflicts in today’s public sphere. 

 

III – Content 

 

Some of the topics to be investigated are the following: 

● What is expression? 

● What is expression for? 

● What is the relationship between expression and harm? 
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● What are the limits of freedom of expression in a democracy? 

● What are the limits of freedom of expression for corporations? 

 

IV – Assessment 

 

Seminars (50%) and paper (50%) 

 

V – Provisional and Incomplete Bibliography 

 

J.S. Mill, On Liberty 

J.F. Stephen, Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 

I. Berlin, &quot;Two Concepts of Liberty&quot; 

H. Marcuse, &quot;Repressive Tolerance&quot; 

K. MacKinnon, &quot;Pornography, Civil Rights, and Speech&quot; 

J. Waldron, The Harm in Hate Speech 

R. Langton, &quot;Speech Acts and Unspeakable Acts&quot; 

C. Sunstein, #Republic 


